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"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God has been making it grow.  So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow."  1 Corinthians 3:6-7

Photo by Binyamin Mellish from PexelsINSIDE THIS ISSUE
Editorial- Jeremy Dempsey

Around the Nation - What's going on in the regions? 

Introducing - Evan Kangisher

Community Chaplains * Reaching Further

Spotlight on Ministry - OMB



Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou,

Welcome everyone to a new edition of "Partners" - an 
OAC update on the work of the Lord through OAC 
around Aotearoa.  

Change is a word we can all relate to.  In OAC we 
have had a change of leadership. A� er I became the 

National Director of OAC we had a change of circum-
stance. Covid 19 hit us all and shut down the whole world.  � is led to a 
change in Gospel opportunities. With all our regular ministry cancelled 
what were we to do?  

To be a � sher of men we must go where the � sh are, so our 
evangelists busyed themselves sharing the gospel online by creating video's, 
tracts, preaching at church services and youth groups via ZOOM and we 
maintained and establihsed discipleship relationships via the phone and 
internet.

Over the lockdown period we have been able to minister to over 1200 
people.  We have also shared the gospel with approximately 512 people 
and have had the priviledge of leading 6 people to Christ.  

Change, for many, can bring fear, uncertainty and sometimes a feeling of 
hopelessness but because we know the Lord is in control we can deal with 
change with con� dence. Regardless of our circumstances the Lord will 
continue to build His church.

As we continue to serve the rock of our salvation would you continue 
to partner with us so that 
as the Lord works through 
our lives we might see a new 
generation of evangelists 
raised up in N.Z. and the 
paci� c.

Mahitahi i te hauhake
Partners in the harvest

Jeremy Dempsey
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� e Covid 19 lockdown has greatly a� ected our ministry. Our Easter Show 
outreach was cancelled. Our church preaching was either cancelled or 
changed to Zoom meetings. Camps were also cancelled along with the Fiji 
School of Evangelism that Robert and Lew were booked for.

Lock-down has reduced so much activity for me, as with everyone, but I have 
been discipling four men via phone who I've been in touch with for some 

years. � eir journey with Christ has been "bumpy" but in the last few weeks I'm 
seeing encouraging signs that they are making some real e� ort to leave the old life 
to follow Jesus. Funny how a crisis lock-down can make such a di� erence. I'm so 
glad I haven't given up on them but there have been times when I've wanted to and 
Joanne, my wife, has had to correct my pathetic attitude. � ese men have all made 
decisions for Christ but have had very di�  cult pasts which in itself is never an 
excuse not to walk with Jesus, but this coupled with no Church fellowship and even 
some bad church 
experiences, has led to a wandering not unlike Israels' wilderness death march.

I've been writing a booklet on the Gospel -it's purpose, power and presentation to a lost world. � is booklet is for 
the Church so as to encourage and perhaps challenge the body of Christ about what is being preached, if it is being 
preached at all, and a look back to the early Church to rediscover the context in which they presented the Gospel 
in very tough times and to a very resistant and idolatrous 
world. Sound familiar?  � e booklet looks at the real 
Gospel and exposes counterfeit messages. 
� ese are, I believe, great days with great opportunities. 
Can we see this? Is our Gospel the same as the message 
preached in apostolic times? What has changed? � ese 
questions and more, I've tried to answer Biblically and 
within the context of the times.

Paul Tabrum

WAIKATOWAIKATOWAIKATOWAIKATOWAIKATOWAIKATO

But God is in control. We have both been involved in using Zoom to speak 
at events and talking to people. Lew preached at Forrest Hill 

Presbyterian and a youth group in Hastings. It’s not the same as being there 
but travel costs are less.  Lew has used some of the time in completing his 
series of 8 small books in the Great News series. It includes Roman Catholics, 
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Mormons, Sikhs and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Please pray for wisdom as we reschedule 
outreach events and seek to build a 

voluntary team of evangelists in Auckland - Lew Meyer

AUCKLANDAUCKLANDAUCKLAND
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� e last few months have been exciting with lockdown as we've had � e last few months have been exciting with lockdown as we've had 
to � nd new creative ways of doing evangelism.  Part of an initiative to � nd new creative ways of doing evangelism.  Part of an initiative 
from the Bay of Plenty Branch, has been using Zoom meetings to from the Bay of Plenty Branch, has been using Zoom meetings to 
reach 5 people who will in turn reach 5 other people.reach 5 people who will in turn reach 5 other people.

Gary Scoggins and his volunteers have been busy putting together Gary Scoggins and his volunteers have been busy putting together 
a list of people classi� ed as 'persons of peace' (a non-Christian who a list of people classi� ed as 'persons of peace' (a non-Christian who 
is open to the Gospel). � ey come together on a Zoom meeting and is open to the Gospel). � ey come together on a Zoom meeting and 
pray and equip each other with simple tools for evangelism.  � is is pray and equip each other with simple tools for evangelism.  � is is 
in its early stages but so far, we have been very encouraged with the in its early stages but so far, we have been very encouraged with the 
results. Christians getting together online praying for each other, results. Christians getting together online praying for each other, 
sharing the names of their contacts so that they can pray together and sharing the names of their contacts so that they can pray together and 
watch their group grow.watch their group grow.

If you're interested in being part this initiative contact If you're interested in being part this initiative contact GaryGary - cell phone  - cell phone 021 852 8520021 852 8520 or  or helpme� ndjesus@gmail.helpme� ndjesus@gmail.
comcom  Become a person that can reach 5 other people and equip them to reach 5 other people.   Become a person that can reach 5 other people and equip them to reach 5 other people. 

� ere's the challenge!� ere's the challenge!
Gary is still involved with some of his workplace support work with Vitae which gives some good contact with the Gary is still involved with some of his workplace support work with Vitae which gives some good contact with the 
community. community. 

� e Bay of Plenty Branch is also helping with a church planting project run by � e Wesleyan Methodist Church, � e Bay of Plenty Branch is also helping with a church planting project run by � e Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
which is an Evangelical arm of the Methodist movement. � is is in its early stages but appears to be going well so which is an Evangelical arm of the Methodist movement. � is is in its early stages but appears to be going well so 
far, please pray for this initiative.far, please pray for this initiative.

- Gary, Vicki Scoggins- Gary, Vicki Scoggins

Normal ministry in the Hawke's Bay includes involvement in kids' and 
youth ministries each week, kids' holiday programs and 

getting out on the streets regularly. It goes without saying that the recent 
lockdown has changed or cancelled our normal "out there" ministry.  Shane 
has used the time in lockdown for Bible study, preparation for when high 
school and Sunday School goes back and for joining in Zoom meetings with 
the youth group. He plans to take the high school students through the story 
of John Harper on the Titanic, to show how fragile life can be - some of the 
richest people in the world suddenly found that their 
money was useless at getting them a place on the life boat. Shane is pleased 
there are more new faces at high school and youth group and he would 
appreciate your prayers to see numbers increase at Sunday School.

Maria has also used the time for study, admin and keeping in touch with 
people online. She has enjoyed the challenge of getting more tech-savvy and 
posting some online videos to share the Gospel and encourage others to do the 
same. Just before lockdown, Maria found that someone she'd met on the street 
several years ago was back in prison. She has started writing regularly to her, and as 
a result, the prisoner recently responded (edited), "� ank you for always thinking 
of me and emailing, [it] make[s] me happy... Jesus [has] been awesome and I can 
see he is working in me... guess what, I am up to Chapter 22 Luke. [It's] been great, 
I think I'm only going to read 1 chapter but then I get into it so much and read 3 or 
5... so it's been good in the past 2 weeks since I've heard from you. I've been more into 
the Bible...."

Maria Henderson and Shane Louie

HAWKES BAYHAWKES BAYHAWKES BAY

BAY OF PLENTYBAY OF PLENTYBAY OF PLENTY



MANAWATU
Gareth moved down in Palmerston North for six months, to 
do some evangelistic discipleship with a guy named Evan. � ey 
did a lot of di� erent outreaches in the community.

One of their outreaches was at Massy University’s Market Day 
where a group of us booked a stall and  did a 'What People 
Believe survey' for a chocolate bar. � ey got to share the gospel 
with a lot of people and connect them through to a campus 
Bible study group. In March Gareth also did a � ve session 
evangelism conference. Numbers were low because of the 
Covid 19 scare, but it was a good experience which will help 

him to be prepared for future training. him to be prepared for future training. 
Gareth has moved back to Hastings now Gareth has moved back to Hastings now 
and hoping to get back to Australia soon. and hoping to get back to Australia soon. 

Evan will continue to work in Palmer-Evan will continue to work in Palmer-
ston North with support from the team ston North with support from the team 
in Hawkes Bay and Jeremy Dempsey as in Hawkes Bay and Jeremy Dempsey as 
he continues to develop his skills as an he continues to develop his skills as an 
evangelist.evangelist.

Gareth Cross and Evan KangisherGareth Cross and Evan Kangisher

Hi all from sunny Nelson. Hi all from sunny Nelson. 

Despite the lock-down for Covid 19 it's been very therapeutic to slow down and draw near to the Lord. I've read Despite the lock-down for Covid 19 it's been very therapeutic to slow down and draw near to the Lord. I've read 
some really encouraging books as well. One by Max Lucado, "In the grip of grace." and the other by Philip Yancy some really encouraging books as well. One by Max Lucado, "In the grip of grace." and the other by Philip Yancy 
called "� e problem of Pain". called "� e problem of Pain". 
Despite the severe conditions put upon us in this pandemic I have had some good spiritual conversations with fellow Despite the severe conditions put upon us in this pandemic I have had some good spiritual conversations with fellow 
walkers travelling in the opposite direction as me, not only geographically but spiritually as well. I met one couple walkers travelling in the opposite direction as me, not only geographically but spiritually as well. I met one couple 
who were from England and believed that the answer to a lot of the ills of this world is to just look a� er the planet who were from England and believed that the answer to a lot of the ills of this world is to just look a� er the planet 
more. more. 

A week ago I watched a very informative documentary on You-tube produced by the liberal � lm maker Micheal A week ago I watched a very informative documentary on You-tube produced by the liberal � lm maker Micheal 
Moore called "Planet of the humans." (worth a watch) basically exposing the false belief that man can beat death by Moore called "Planet of the humans." (worth a watch) basically exposing the false belief that man can beat death by 
"saving the planet!" When I saw this I started to realize why people are so "militant" about climate change. � ey are "saving the planet!" When I saw this I started to realize why people are so "militant" about climate change. � ey are 
frightened to their core that the planet will � ood or burn up and destroy them thus bringing them to annihilation. frightened to their core that the planet will � ood or burn up and destroy them thus bringing them to annihilation. 
Oh how a biblical view point is needed even more as the days draw rapidly closer to the Lords return. 

My cathedral commitments to the children's ministry here have continued My cathedral commitments to the children's ministry here have continued 
in a diminished form, however, every week for the last 6 or 7 weeks I have in a diminished form, however, every week for the last 6 or 7 weeks I have 
produced some teaching videos for my You-tube channel on di� erent produced some teaching videos for my You-tube channel on di� erent 
Bible themes that are relevant for the times we are in. I have 3 Bible themes that are relevant for the times we are in. I have 3 
ventriloquist puppets which help me and I also research children's Bible ventriloquist puppets which help me and I also research children's Bible 
story videos for them to watch as well as links for activity sheets to help � ll story videos for them to watch as well as links for activity sheets to help � ll 
in their time away from school. I then send an email out to all the parents in their time away from school. I then send an email out to all the parents 
with the appropriate links for my videos. Some of the parents have with the appropriate links for my videos. Some of the parents have 
contacted me to express their appreciation.In closing I decided to take the contacted me to express their appreciation.In closing I decided to take the 
covid 19 image and redesign it to the SIN 10K virus (10,000 years max covid 19 image and redesign it to the SIN 10K virus (10,000 years max 
since Adam and Eve ushered in this deadly virus).since Adam and Eve ushered in this deadly virus).

John LaingJohn Laing

Oh how a biblical view point is needed even more as the days draw rapidly closer to the Lords return. 
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where a group of us booked a stall and  did a 'What People where a group of us booked a stall and  did a 'What People 
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We have missed some important ministry due to the lock down; e have missed some important ministry due to the lock down; 
Kids camp, Tuesday Fellowship, school Easter assemblies, prison Kids camp, Tuesday Fellowship, school Easter assemblies, prison 

ministry, Drug Arm, kids club and others. But we have had some other ministry, Drug Arm, kids club and others. But we have had some other 
good opportunities. Tania has been working on a few projects, good opportunities. Tania has been working on a few projects, 
including a gospel tract. Marty has done two online kids programmes including a gospel tract. Marty has done two online kids programmes 
with his puppet friends for his church.with his puppet friends for his church.

Roy has enjoyed getting back into some tree work under level 2, but is Roy has enjoyed getting back into some tree work under level 2, but is 
waiting to hear when he can get back into prison ministry and hospital waiting to hear when he can get back into prison ministry and hospital 
chaplaincy. He is missing the guys inside that he as got to know. Roy chaplaincy. He is missing the guys inside that he as got to know. Roy 
has been keeping in contact with some guys on the outside that he has has been keeping in contact with some guys on the outside that he has 
been disciplining. been disciplining. 

Last Friday Tania and Marty � nally got back into the square with Andy Last Friday Tania and Marty � nally got back into the square with Andy 
and Glen who they link up with. � ere weren't many people around with no tourists and no food stalls, but 2 regular and Glen who they link up with. � ere weren't many people around with no tourists and no food stalls, but 2 regular 
hecklers still turned up, did they miss us? � ere were still opportunities to share the Gospel.hecklers still turned up, did they miss us? � ere were still opportunities to share the Gospel.

Marty Schieb , Roy Ouwerkerk and Tania PaytonMarty Schieb , Roy Ouwerkerk and Tania Payton

CANTERBURYCANTERBURYCANTERBURYCANTERBURYCANTERBURYCANTERBURY
WW

I was born in Cape Town, South Africa, and moved to New Zealand in my 
early thirties. I am married to Joanna and we have three children: Abigail, 
Elisha, and Isaac. 
Christianity was completely foreign to me until the age of twenty, when 
during my national service I heard someone share with me on Christian 
faith. Over time I was led to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. My early concept of 
faith re� ected both a very vague understanding of sin, death, judgment, and 
Jesus; as well as a very simple but determined response to that 

understanding.  
I have always had a strong conviction from God to share the story news of Jesus before Jew and Gentile; and 
o� en been frustrated at my inability to do so for various reasons. A� er some investigation into di� erent options 
for evangelism training, I attended the SOE with OAC in February 2019, and since October 2019 a part-time 
internship. I see in the evangelists with OAC a deep commitment to Jesus and a platform to walk in my 
convictions for making the Gospel known. Also I recognise that I can be held accountable to my church and 
others, and receive training, friendship, counsel, and direction. I am very pleased to be associated with the peo-
ple in this organisation at this period in my life.

WELCOME EVAN KANGISHERWELCOME EVAN KANGISHER



Some of our chaplains have been climbing the wall Some of our chaplains have been climbing the wall 
during lock-down, especially the more ‘out there’ ones. during lock-down, especially the more ‘out there’ ones. 
Most made their phone numbers available on the Most made their phone numbers available on the 
website for struggling people to ring. Zoom meeting website for struggling people to ring. Zoom meeting 
is a way of getting Community Chaplains together. It is a way of getting Community Chaplains together. It 
is heartening to hear of the opportunities taken and is heartening to hear of the opportunities taken and 
conversations had in the local communities. � ere is a conversations had in the local communities. � ere is a 
lot of pain out there at present so we see great potential for this approach. One of our Chaplains who has been lot of pain out there at present so we see great potential for this approach. One of our Chaplains who has been 
working with police and Māori Wardens has terminal cancer but has proven the projected lifespan wrong. He is working with police and Māori Wardens has terminal cancer but has proven the projected lifespan wrong. He is 
carrying a great testimony to the di� erence Christ makes during this di�  cult time. Please continue to pray for this carrying a great testimony to the di� erence Christ makes during this di�  cult time. Please continue to pray for this 
ministy as chaplains continue to ‘meet people at their point of need with Jesus’. ministy as chaplains continue to ‘meet people at their point of need with Jesus’. 

Reaching further...
� e COVID-19 lockdown level four and three closed the doors of all the churches throughout NZ. It � e COVID-19 lockdown level four and three closed the doors of all the churches throughout NZ. It 
stopped us from meeting together for collective worship but it did not close the door for the Gospel stopped us from meeting together for collective worship but it did not close the door for the Gospel 
reaching people in their homes. In fact, the lockdown provided an opportunity for the Gospel to reach reaching people in their homes. In fact, the lockdown provided an opportunity for the Gospel to reach 
some of the people who don’t attend a church. � e Tuvaluan Brethren hosted the ZOOM Evangelistic some of the people who don’t attend a church. � e Tuvaluan Brethren hosted the ZOOM Evangelistic 
Church services during the past 4 Sundays. I was asked to preach the Gospel during the services. About Church services during the past 4 Sundays. I was asked to preach the Gospel during the services. About 
20 - 25 families and individuals joined the live online service each Sunday. � e leaders of the church 20 - 25 families and individuals joined the live online service each Sunday. � e leaders of the church 
shared with me last few days that they noted that some of the families have people who do not attend shared with me last few days that they noted that some of the families have people who do not attend 
their church but they were there listening to the message. Some of the people who were part of the their church but they were there listening to the message. Some of the people who were part of the 
church services responded and recommitted their church services responded and recommitted their 
lives to Christ or rededicated their lives afresh to lives to Christ or rededicated their lives afresh to 
the Lord. Praise the Lord for the opportunity to the Lord. Praise the Lord for the opportunity to 
preach the Gospel at these services. � ank God for preach the Gospel at these services. � ank God for 
the open doors to reach people with the Gospel in the open doors to reach people with the Gospel in 
their homes during the COVID-19 lockdown. their homes during the COVID-19 lockdown. 

Robert Siakimotu, OAC Overseas Mission BranchRobert Siakimotu, OAC Overseas Mission Branch
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available to talk during lockdownavailable to talk during lockdown



MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
I have personally been working in some of the countries in the Paci� c I have personally been working in some of the countries in the Paci� c 
region for more than 30 years and I strongly believe that OAC Ministries region for more than 30 years and I strongly believe that OAC Ministries 
can work very closely and e� ectively with the local churches and in part-can work very closely and e� ectively with the local churches and in part-
nership with Christian ministries in the above countries to reach their nership with Christian ministries in the above countries to reach their 
own people with the Gospel by equipping them on e� ective and relevant own people with the Gospel by equipping them on e� ective and relevant 
Evangelism. We have been praying and waiting on the Lord and planning Evangelism. We have been praying and waiting on the Lord and planning 
for this to happen for a while now.for this to happen for a while now.
Near the end of 2019 OAC NZ, Fiji and Australia, agreed for OMB to Near the end of 2019 OAC NZ, Fiji and Australia, agreed for OMB to 
start and also agreed for me to head it up and develop OMB as the Holy start and also agreed for me to head it up and develop OMB as the Holy 
Spirit led and directed. � e Spirit led and directed. � e visionvision of OMB is,  of OMB is, ‘Proclaiming the ‘Proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by all means everywhere and Equipping Gospel of Jesus Christ by all means everywhere and Equipping 
the Church to do the same.’the Church to do the same.’
� e � e mission mission of OMB is to…of OMB is to…
1.     Organise and conduct a School Of Evangelism in the Paci� c Island countries in partnership with the local 1.     Organise and conduct a School Of Evangelism in the Paci� c Island countries in partnership with the local 
churches. We have started to do this in the Cook Islands in 2018 and in Samoa in 2019. God willing we will do the churches. We have started to do this in the Cook Islands in 2018 and in Samoa in 2019. God willing we will do the 
same in Tonga in September 2020 and also in Vanuatu and PNG and Solomon IS. in 2021-2022.same in Tonga in September 2020 and also in Vanuatu and PNG and Solomon IS. in 2021-2022.
2.     Plant an OAC branch in the Paci� c countries where the doors are open for us to do so.2.     Plant an OAC branch in the Paci� c countries where the doors are open for us to do so.
3.     Organise and conduct Training conferences for the local Evangelist in partnership with the local churches with 3.     Organise and conduct Training conferences for the local Evangelist in partnership with the local churches with 
the view of encouraging and equipping the Evangelists and raise up more of them.the view of encouraging and equipping the Evangelists and raise up more of them.
4.     Work alongside the local church or churches in the Paci� c Island countries on a community based mission with 4.     Work alongside the local church or churches in the Paci� c Island countries on a community based mission with 
the focus of helping that the local church or churches to have a burden and vision of Evangelising their communities the focus of helping that the local church or churches to have a burden and vision of Evangelising their communities 
with the Gospel. We are already doing this in Fiji and will do the same in Niue Island and Tonga as the Lord allows.with the Gospel. We are already doing this in Fiji and will do the same in Niue Island and Tonga as the Lord allows.
I am very thankful to the Lord Jesus for His leadership in this. It will take time, prayer and a lot of hard work to I am very thankful to the Lord Jesus for His leadership in this. It will take time, prayer and a lot of hard work to 
develop OMB and I am trusting that God will help us develop OMB and I am trusting that God will help us 
to ful� l e� ectively the vision that he gave us to do this. to ful� l e� ectively the vision that he gave us to do this. 
I am also very grateful to the leadership of OAC NZ for I am also very grateful to the leadership of OAC NZ for 
their support in prayer and in practical means to help their support in prayer and in practical means to help 
get OMB started. I trust that we will continue to work get OMB started. I trust that we will continue to work 
together for the same goal… To glorify God by pro-together for the same goal… To glorify God by pro-
claiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ e� ectively in NZ and 
in the Paci� c.in the Paci� c.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please email me with "STOP NEWSLETTER' in the subject line.
national@oac.org.nz

Eternal Investment Opportunities
If you would like to support an OAC Evangelist, the work in a particular region or OAC 
Nationally then check out how below!
Online Giving
This can be done via our website  www.oac.org.nz  for one-off donations or for setting up automatic payments. 
Click on the DONATE button and scroll down for the method of donation you prefer.  

Cheque – post any cheques  to 
OAC Ministries
PO Box 13050, Mahora, Hastings 4155    
with the completed giving form included in this newsletter.


