
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faithful God 
 

“Otiia, e pono ana te Atua,  
māna koutou e whakū,  
e tiaki i te tangata kino.” 

2 Teharonika 3:3 
 

“But the Lord is faithful, 
and He will strengthen and  

protect you from the evil one.” 
2 Thessalonians 3:3 

 
I have been listening to these two songs a lot lately: 
What a Faithful God have I https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HX-ktdQaEwY 
I Will Speak of the Goodness of God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0FBb6hnwTo 
 
Connecting with Churches 
I have been visiting a number of church leaders in recent weeks, in preparation for a Leaders’ 
Lunch that God put on my heart to organise for next year. It has been an encouraging time 
catching up with some I know and meeting others for the first time. We are in difficult times at the 
moment but it is good to see various churches are persistently pressing on despite the challenges. 
 
Past the Prejudice 
We met a man in town, the sort of man that it’s easy to be prejudiced about in case he starts 
looking in rubbish bins for food or cigarette butts. But he is a friendly character who is happy to talk 
and seems to have a faith in the Lord. We had lunch with him and he shared how he had been to 
a church on Sunday and remembered many details of what he had heard there. The pastor had 
challenged the congregation to tell others about Jesus, even if it’s uncomfortable. So this man had 
decided to put that into action and had talked with a stranger on the street about Jesus! I was 
challenged and encouraged by how God is working in this man’s life; he is a work in progress just 
like the rest of us.  
“But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are 
not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may 
boast before him.” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29) 
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Choc Connection 
Another thing that has taken a lot of my time is getting 
out on the street and others have been keen to team up. 
I am usually out for a time on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays – and sometimes other times as well.  
We have been doing questionnaires for chocolate which 
is a good way to connect with people in Level 2 as well 
as to work with team members who have varying levels 
of confidence. People have been challenged by the 
questions and we have been able to share the Gospel 
with some and follow others up with recommendations of 
churches to attend. One man really wondered about 
Question 5 and we have been meeting up with him for 
coffee to talk further.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girlzone 
Monday marked the last Girlzone for the year. It has been an unusual year for it, obviously 
because of lockdowns in the middle (like last year) but also because I had not been planning to 
lead it for the year. However I am so grateful for an amazing team of ladies who I have been able 
to serve alongside this year, and we have enjoyed our time. I am planning to continue next year, 
although there may be some change around with other leaders as their circumstances change. 
One highlight for many has been prayer times, where we share prayer needs each week and pray 
for each other in the group, and then the following week we report back and see how God has 
answered our prayers. 
We have some structure but it has also been nice to have time for discussions and further 
reflection. For example, one girl asked a good question: “Did Adam and Eve have a conscience 
before they sinned?” which led to further questions. 
 
Plans to Pray for 
I am looking forward to visiting my whānau and friends in the Dunedin area from 19-29 November. 
Beyond that, there are potential Christmas events and summer missions but we will have to wait 
and see what we can attend, or what can even go ahead, with the government’s restrictions. 
I am also starting to think about plans for next year, like I have just agreed to help with 
coordinating the Hope Project booklet delivery again. Please pray for people to help with this 
effort. 
 
Thanks you for taking the time to read this, to pray and to encourage and support in other ways; I 
am grateful to God for you. Mahitahi i te hauhake / partners in the harvest, Maria 
 
 


